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MONTANA BUSINESS QUARTERLY ARTICLE
ANALYZES FORESTRY INDUSTRY DATA

lenihan/jg
7/14/78
dailies, local

MISSOULA—
The 1976 harvest of roundwood products from Montana timberlands was about
1,158 million board feet, an increase of 155 million board feet over the harvest of
1975, a recession year in the industry.
These figures were released recently in a report by Randle V. White and
Charles E. Keegan, researchers for the University of Montana's Bureau of Economic
Research (BBER).
The report appears in the surrmer issue of the Montana Business Quarterly,
published July 13 by the University of Montana School of Business Administration and
BBER.

Keegan and White have compiled forest industry data analyzing the source and

volume of raw materials used by the forest products industry in Montana and the
volumes and types of finished products produced in the state.
were contacted,

More than 200 firms

and the study incorporates data encompassing more than 95 per cent

of the timber harvest and production of finished wood products in Montana for 1976.
Counties west of the Continental Divide contributed the bulk of the volume of
roundwood products harvested from Montana timberlands, with four counties standing
out as the major suppliers.

Lincoln County led the state in roundwood harvested with

293 million board feet, followed by Flathead with 223 million, Sanders with 153 million,
and Missoula County with 152 million board feet.

In all, counties west of the

Continental Divide yielded more than 1,010 million board feet, or about 87 per cent
of Montana's total harvest for 1976.
Keegan and White also assess the total contributions of both public and private
lands as suppliers of raw materials to the state's wood products industry.

Since

1962, public lands have supplied the majority of raw materials used by the industry.
-more-
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Most of the output from public lands in Montana comes from the national forests,
under the supervision of the Forest Service.
The survey indicates a continuation of the trend towards fewer sawmills in
Montana, with the losses primarily among the smaller mills.

In 1976 there were

99 active sawmills in the state down from 115 active mills in 1973, with Flathead
and Lincoln counties leading the way in numbers of plants.

Missoula County led the

state with total lumber production.
The wood products study also details types of roundwood products produced in
the state, the species composition of sawlogs and veneer logs, and pulp, paper,
particleboard and fiberboard production.

The report, which is part of a comprehensive

Montana Forest Industries Data Collection Survey for 1976, was completed under the
auspices of the U.S. Forest Service Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment Station
in Ogden, Utah.

A recent Mclntire-Stennis forestry research grant will enable the

Bureau of Business and Economic Research to prepare a detailed analysis of the data
collected.
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